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travels, who, till we came, Lad not seen anything at
.all; for it is not the fashion here to have Curiosity.
"We had at first arrival an inundation of Visits
pouring in upon us, for all the English are acquainted,
and herd much together & it is no easy Matter to
disengage oneself from them, so that one sees but
little of the French themselves. To be introduced to
the People of high quality, it is absolutely necessary
to be Master of the Language, for it is not to be
imagined that they will take pains to understand
anybody, or to correct a stranger's blunders. Another
thing is, there is not a House where they do'nt play,
nor is any one at all acceptable, unless they do so too,
a professed Gamester being the most advantageous
character a Man can have at Paris. The Abb^s
indeed & men of learning are a People of easy access
enough, but few English that travel have knowledge
enough to take any great pleasure in this Company,
at least our present lot of travellers have not. We
are, I think to remain here no longer than Ldl
Conway stays, & then set out for Bheims, there to
reside a Month or two, & then to return hither again

...Commander in Chief 1782, Meld Marshal 1793. He married
the Dowager Countess of Aylesbury, daughter of John D. of
Argyle; Ms only child by this marriage was Mrs Darner, the
sculptor, to whom Walpole left Strawberry Hill. [Cunningham.]
1 Elder brother of the Conway mentioned before. [After-
wards Earl of Hertford, Marquis 1793; died 14th of June 1794.
Cunningham.]ay infer that Gray did not at this date know that there and pro-
